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OCTOBER / NOVEMBER / DECEMBER
2022
“YOU ARE NOT ALONE”
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FROM AUGUSTA SPANDLER
Greetings!
Another year almost down, and I’m
proud of how our group continues to
push on forward even despite all of
the challenges from the pandemic.
I hope that you all have had a great
summer. It was so nice to see some of
you at our Annual Summer Picnic.
We only had a little bit of rain to
help cool the air a bit. I hope that
next year, more of you will join
us...we’re hoping to possibly return
to our normal format of everyone
signing up for a dish to share!
Now, we’re in the last leg of the
year, but it’s not over yet! I strongly
encourage you to attend meetings in
person. While I understand the flexi-

bility Zoom offers is great (trust me,
I get it), those at home may be missing out on visuals from our Guest
Speakers! I truly feel that you can
get the most out of our Chapter
meetings by attending in person.
As noted later in the newsletter,
2023 Officer elections will be in November. Please consider serving a 1
year term as an Officer or Board
member. We meet via Zoom!
I hope to see you all for our Holiday
Party in December! It’s always a
wonderful time. Wishing you all a
very wonderful holiday season!
- Augusta Spandler,
President

F U T U RE ME E T I NG TO PI C S
October 24 @ 7 PM

November 28 @ 7 PM

December 21 @ 6 PM

Signaling & Alerting
Devices

Open Forum & Chapter Elections (must be
present and a current
member in good
standing to vote)

HLAA Capital Region
Chapter’s Annual
Holiday Party

Speaker: Bill Best

More details on the
next page!

Next Board Meeting
Dec 7th @ 7PM
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Snacks/drinks are being withheld at this time!
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HLAA CAPITAL REGION CHAPTER’S ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY
Wednesday, December 21st
Doors open at 5:30PM | Food Served at 6PM
$10/person
GIANT Food Store Community Center, 3301 E. Trindle Road, 2nd Floor, Camp Hill, PA
Bring an UN-wrapped gift ($15-20 value) for our silent auction!
Please RSVP to Augusta by December 9th
Note: If you have a food allergy that we need to accommodate, please let us know.

Our deepest gratitude to Dr.
Duncan & Dr. Nulph of
Hearing Associates, Mechanicsburg, who have been media
sponsors of our website and
are partially underwriting
the newsletter!
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A Language Changed:
Digital Media is changing language—sometimes rapidly. We explore the example of ASL.
On a train ride from New York to Connecticut last fall, my colleague Amanda Morris and her mother were
having a conversation in American Sign Language. A man sitting near them saw them signing to each other
and decided to join their conversation.
Like Amanda, he was a child of deaf adults who grew up using ASL at home and speaking English elsewhere.
And he noticed a trait of Amanda’s: She signed like somebody who was much older than she was. He began
gently teasing her about it, saying she was using signs that had fallen out of fashion.

He had gone through a similar experience, he said, when he went through training to become an interpreter. During that training, he learned that some of his signs — ones he had learned from his parents — were
out of date.
The article documents the changes sweeping across ASL. Many are the result of the spread of smartphones
and video, which have led to a flowering of ASL conversations, many of them remote. “In the past, ASL was
changing in a more face-to-face way,” Amanda said. “Now a word can spread like wildfire on TikTok, and it
never could have happened before.”

From cross to boot
An old sign for computer, to take one example, involved large circular motions to evoke the magnetic tapes
that once stored data; a new sign combines the letter C with a small circular motion that’s a throwback to
the old sign. As is often the case, the new sign is more compact — and thus fully visible on a phone’s tight
video shot.
Other changes are attempts to make ASL more inclusive and accurate. An old sign for Italy included a cross,
but many Italians are now secular; a new sign traces the squiggly outline of Italy’s shape, the famous boot.
An old sign for bisexual seemed to imply polygamy; a new sign is simply the letters B and I. An old sign for
diversity included a zigzag that suggested inequality; a new sign conjures colors, differences and a large
group of people.
Most ASL users, unlike Amanda, did not learn the language from their parents. (More than 90 percent of
deaf people have hearing parents.) People instead tend to learn the language through classes and their
peers. School curriculums and slang can both change more quickly than language habits handed down from
one generation to the next.
The number of ASL speakers is also relatively small, Amanda notes — with 500,000 being a common estimate. This smallness can contribute to faster change.
(continued on page 5)
LOOKING FOR SPONSORSHIPS: Group / Company / Individuals willing to sponsor an issue of this newsletter will receive free advertising! Help us defray HLAA’s printing and mailing cost of each quarterly
newsletter. If you know of a potential interested sponsor, contact our Newsletter Editor listed on page 5.
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Did you know??

•

•

•

•

Our own “Hospital Kits” are available
at any meeting on the resource table!
OR (see option below)
Make your own hospital kits using this
website: hearinglosslane.org/how-tomake-your-own-hospital-kit
Midtown Cinema, 250 Reily Street,
Harrisburg offers a captioned movie
EVERY Monday of the last show time!
You can check their website / call to
find the movie playing
Any member can be featured in a quarterly member profile…just let the newsletter editor know!

FUTURE WEBINARS
No Currently Scheduled Webinars
Be sure to check out the HLAA National
website to see when they post the next
webinar!
Visit http://hearingloss.org/content/schedule to
view their schedule and access webinars!

Don’t forget to view our CHAPTER
WEBSITE for information, links,
meetings, events, newsletters,
pictures and much more!
The link is on the top header of
each newsletter page.

L AT E S T N E W S F R O M
H E A D Q U A RT E R S
Pick and choose what you want to be informed on. To view
the entire article go to the hearingloss.org website and look
under NEWS & MEDIA → Newsroom on the home page
and click on the article to view.

CURRENT NEWSROOM FEEDS:
OTC Hearing Aids: Returns—a key piece of the
puzzle (08/22/2022)
New class of hearing aids will soon be available directly to consumers without a prescription
(08/16/2022)

HLAA UPDATES:
HLAA Marks 32nd Anniversary of Americans with Disabilities Act (ACA) (07/25/2022)
HLAA 2022 Convention Empowers People
with Hearing Loss (07/06/2022)
This information is provided by HLAA National. To
learn more about HLAA, Hearing Life, Hearing Life
e-News, annual conventions, Walk4Hearing, and
more, go to www.hearingloss.org.

The Connection Between Heart Health and Hearing Health (07/15/2022)
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LOCAL CHAPTER MEMBERSHIP FEES - 2023

Name:
Address:
City:
State:

Zip:

Phone: __________________TTY/ Voice
E-mail:___________________________
______ New Member

_______ Renewal

Newsletter Preference (circle one): Paper OR Email
Annual Fee: $10 (Includes Newsletter) $_______
Additional Contribution:
$_______
Total Amount
$_______

Payable to: HLAA Capital Region Chapter
Mail to: Jordan Holmes
6308 Auburn Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050

Hearing Loss Association of America
Capital Region Chapter Officers
President: Augusta Spandler (802.6918;
polocrossgirl1@yahoo.com)
Vice Pres.: Paul Schmidt (856.430.2718; paulwsc@hotmail.com)
Treasurer: Jordan Holmes (418.7280; jholmes1210@yahoo.com)
Secretary: Elizabeth Bisig (elibizig2020@gmail.com)
Appointed Board Members:
Steve Baier
610.1221 video
steve.baier007@gmail.com
Steve Bisig
sbisig55@aol.com
Mary Jane Paluska mechpal@aol.com
Bonnie Todd
761.8164 b.todd2010@hotmail.com
Professional Advisor: Lori Leiman, AuD.CCC-A (461-7052)
Website Editor: Augusta Spandler
Newsletter Editor/Publisher: Augusta Spandler
Newsletter Contributor: Jeanine Osman
www.hlacapregion.org

At our November meeting, we will have elections for 2023 Chapter Officers. If you
wish to nominate yourself or someone else for one or more of the positions, please
let Augusta know before the meeting. All members are welcome to run for Officer
positions, and we are also in need of and welcome additional Board members.
(continued from page 3)
As in other languages, though, the changes are often matters of debate. MJ Bienvenu, a retired Deaf
studies professor in Austin, Texas, said that she found many of the new signs nonsensical. “I feel like
many people don’t realize that they bastardize ASL, and it harms more than it helps,” Bienvenu told
Amanda.
As for Amanda’s mother, she is taking the changes on a case-by-case basis. When Amanda told her yesterday that the article inspired by their train ride was about to be published, her mother said that she
planned to switch to some of the new signs, but not all of them.

Note: Content edited to fit.
Source: Leonhardt, David. “A Language Changed.” The New York Times, The New York Times, 27 July
2022, https://www.nytimes.com/2022/07/27/briefing/american-sign-language-changes.html.
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Mission Statement of Hearing Loss Association of America:
The mission of the Hearing Loss Association of America (HLAA) is to open the world of
communication to people with hearing loss by providing information, education, support and
advocacy. Founded in 1979, HLAA is the nation's leading organization representing people
with hearing loss. According to the National Center for Health Statistics, 48 million (20%)
Americans have a hearing loss making it the third largest public health issue after heart disease and arthritis.
HEARING LOSS ASSOCIATION of AMERICA (HLAA)

6116 Executive Boulevard, Suite 320
Rockville, MD 20852
Phone: 301.657.2248 / FAX: 301.913.9413
E-mail: inquiry@hearingloss.org
www.hearingloss.org
National Individual Membership: $45.00/year
Couple/Family Membership: $55.00/year
Student (Online) Membership: $25.00/year
Professional Membership: $80.00/year
Corporate Membership: $500.00/year
Non-Profit Membership: $80.00
Veteran (Online) Membership: FREE
https://www.hearingloss.org/make-an-impact/become-a-memberrenew/

HLAA Capital Region Chapter meets on the 4th Monday of each month from September – June. The Annual Summer Picnic is during August, and our Annual Holiday Party is in December. Our meeting location is in the GIANT
Food Store, Community Room, 2nd floor in the Camp Hill Shopping Center. An elevator is available for easy access.
Live captioning is provided at all meetings! New Programs for 2023—Join us!!

Address Correction Requested

The Listening Post
J. Holmes
6308 Auburn Dr.
Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
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